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Religious Education
370 JSB
(801) 422-2735

Dean: Terry B. Ball, Professor, Ancient Scripture
Associate Dean: Richard D. Draper, Professor, Ancient Scripture
Associate Dean: Dennis A. Wright, Professor, Church History and

Doctrine

Academic Departments and Curriculum Areas
Ancient Scripture
Church History and Doctrine

Research and Academic Support Areas
Religious Studies Center

Purposes
The mission of Religious Education at Brigham Young University
is to build the kingdom of God by teaching and preserving the
doctrine of the gospel of Jesus Christ. We spread the light of the
Restoration through classroom instruction, gospel scholarship,
and outreach to the larger community.

Religious Education oversees the teaching of and research into
scripture, doctrine, LDS and Christian church history, and world
religions. We strive to create a learning environment and provide
resources that are “spiritually strengthening, intellectually
enlarging, and character building” and an educational experience
that results in “lifelong learning and service” (The Aims of a BYU
Education).

Religious Education seeks to spread the light of restored truth
to Latter-day Saints and to those not of the LDS faith in three
ways:

1. Instruction. We seek in Religious Education to find new
ways and more effective ways to communicate timeless
truths and to provide “a stimulating setting where a
commitment to excellence is expected and the full
realization of human potential is pursued” (BYU Mission
Statement). In general, we search for ways to enhance the
educational experience and to build a faith in and a
commitment to the restored gospel that is as stimulating
and satisfying to the mind as it is soothing and settling to
the heart.

2. Scholarship. The search for new truths and the quest to
better understand well-known truths are central to the
work of Religious Education. While the ultimate
interpretation of doctrinal matters rests with apostles and
prophets, we seek to discover historical backgrounds,
provide cultural and linguistic details, and explore new
avenues of understanding into our faith, history, and way
of life.

3. Outreach. An important dimension of the work of
Religious Education is outreach, the effort to teach, share,
and discuss Mormonism in the larger non-LDS community
of scholars and to foster understanding between men and
women of all faiths.

Degrees Offered
Religious Education offers the master of religious education
degree. For further information on this program, please contact
Religious Education, 370 JSB, (801) 422-2735.

No other degree programs are offered in this area.

Scholarships and Awards
Graduate-level scholarships and awards are available to qualified
students. Applications may be obtained from the Office of the
Dean of Religious Education, 370 JSB.

Religious Studies Center
Richard N. Holzapfel, Director
167 HGB
(801) 422-2332
http://religion.byu.edu/rsc.htm

The Religious Studies Center (RSC) is the research and publication
arm of Religious Education. It continues to pursue its original
charter to encourage and sponsor serious, faithful, gospel-related
scholarship and the ensuing publication of that scholarship. It
fulfills the charge to help meet the university’s commitment to
religious studies and Religious Education’s aim to teach and
preserve the doctrine of the gospel of Jesus Christ. It also serves
the greater Church through the publication of the works of
Religious Education faculty and other scholars who have written
important, timely, scholarly work of a faith-promoting nature.

To encourage and promote religiously oriented scholarship,
the RSC awards grants and provides other financial assistance. It
proactively reaches out to faculty to encourage research in specific
areas and supports them in the publication of their findings. To
accomplish this the RSC sponsors two faculty mentors, known as
area directors, who oversee and fund research in Church history
and ancient scripture.




